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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 11121 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: UR, UR, EG 

SUBJECT: EGYPTIAN EMBASSY COUNSELOR ON ME EVENTS 

REF: MOSCOW 9614 

SUMMARY: DURING AUG. 1 CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFFS, EGYPTIAN 
EMBASSY COUNSELOR FAROUK SHELBAYA CATEGORIZED PUBLIC AND PRIVATE 
SOVIET COMMENT ON EGYPTIAN-LIBYAN CONFLICT AS "MILD". BUT SAID 
THAT, NONETHELESS, SOVIETS AND EGYPTIANS HAD EXCHANGED SIMULTAN- 
EOUS PROTESTS ON SUBJECT IN MOSCOW AND CAIRO ON JULY 25. END SUMMARY 
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1 . DURING AUG. 1 DISCUSSION WITH EMBOFFS, EGYPTIAN EMBASSY 
COUNSELOR FAROUK SHELBAYA MADE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

- EGYPTIAN EMBASSY'S "PROFESSIONAL" ASSESSMENT OF SOVIET 
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE REACTION TO EGYPTIAN-LIBYAN HOSTILITIES 
WAS THAT IT WAS "MILD", PERHAPS DUE TO A SOVIET DESIRE TO KEEP 
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OPEN OPTIONS FOR AN IMPROVEMENT IN SOVIET-EGYPTIAN RELATIONS; 

- NONETHELESS, CAIRO HAD TAKEN A DIM VIEW OF SOVIET STATE- 
MENTS AND ACTIONS AND HAD CALLED IN SOVIETS ON JULY 25 TO 
PROTEST SOVIET INVOLVEMENT IN DISPUTE BETWEEN TWO ARAB COUNTRIES, 
SOVIET ARMS BUILDUP IN LIBYA, AND SOVIET MEDIA TREATMENT OF 
SITUATION. ON SAME DAY SOVIETS CALLED IN EGYPTIAN AMB AND 
PROTESTED EGYPTIAN WORDS AND DEEDS WITH REGARD TO L IBYA; 

- FOR THIS AND OTHER REASONS, SOVIET-EGYPTIAN RELATIONS 
WERE AT STANDSTILL. ONE OF THESE REASONS WAS THAT SADAT HAD 
CATEGORICALLY REJECTED A RECENT AND UNEXPECTED SOVIET DEMAND 
THAT JOINT POLITICAL COMMUNIQUE (REFTEL), DRAFTS OF WHICH HAD 
BEEN EXCHANGED DURING FAHMI VISIT TO MOSCOW. BE SUBMITTED 

TO EGYPTIAN PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY FOR RATIFICATION; 

- EQYPTIAN EMBASSY (PRESUMABLY AMB ABUZEID) HAD BEEN TOLD 
AT "HIGHEST LEVEL" OF SOVIET SKEPTICISM OVER THE REALISTIC 
PROSPECTS FOR RECONVOCATION OF GENEVA PEACE CONFERENCE THIS 
YEAR. 

2. COMMENT: ASKED TO BE MORE SPECIFIC ON "HIGHEST LEVEL" 

SOURCE CITED ABOVE, SHELBAYA WOULD ONLY SAY THAT IT WAS 
SOMEONE AT POLITBURO LEVEL, BUT HE REEMPHASIZED THE DEFIN- 
ITIVE NATURE OF THIS EXPRESSION OF SOVIET SKEPTICISM. 
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